The Center for Intercultural Programs is hosting a monthly Diversity Discussion
Group for graduate students. The focus of the group is to provide opportunities to
network, share current research interests, and to review social justice literature and
discuss the implications to human existence. This group is open to all graduate
students at any stage in their academic journey.

You are cordially invited to attend our first graduate
discussion on the book The Substance of Hope: Barack
Obama and the Paradox of Progress by William Jelani Cobb

When: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 at 3PM
Where: Center for Intercultural Programs

If you are interested in attending the discussion, please RSVP to
culturalcenter@depaul.edu. After receipt of interest to participate, you will

receive a copy of the material for review.
Refreshments will be served.
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About the Book:

For acclaimed historian William Jelani Cobb, the historic election of
Barack Obama to the presidency is not the most remarkable
development of the 2008 election; even more so is the fact that
Obama won some 90 percent of the black vote in the primaries
across America despite the fact that the established black leadership
since the civil rights era, men like Jesse Jackson, John Lewis,
Andrew Young, who paved the way for his candidacy all openly
supported Hillary Clinton. Clearly a sea change has occurred among
black voters, ironically pushing the architects of the civil rights
movement toward the periphery at the moment when their political
dreams were most fully realized.

How this has happened, and the powerful implications it holds for
America's politics and social landscape, is the focus of The Substance
of Hope, a deeply insightful, paradigm-shifting examination of a new
generation of voters that has not been shaped by the raw memory of
Jim Crow and has a different range of imperatives. Cobb sees
Obama's ascendancy as "a reality that has been taking shape in tiny
increments for the past four decades," and examines thorny issues
such as the paradox and contradictions embodied in race and
patriotism, identity and citizenship; how the civil rights leadership
became a political machine; why the term "postracial” is as
iniquitous as it is inaccurate; and whether our society has really
changed with Obama's election.

Elegantly written and powerfully argued, The Substance of Hope
challenges conventional wisdom as it offers original insight into
America's future (www.aalbc.com ).
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