2011-2012 
MA in History Graduate Courses
Subject to Change

AUTUMN QUARTER 2011

421 The Historical Discipline, 
Brian Boeck, Thursday 6:00-9:15
This course focuses on the fundamental concerns and skills necessary for the study of history at the graduate level.   It does this by providing a “history of history,” giving an overview of the growth and development of the academic discipline of history, addressing issues of methodology, historiography and historical philosophy, and providing you with an awareness of current concerns, controversies, and debates in the discipline.  In addition, you will develop your skills in reading historical monographs for their arguments and will acquire the ability to assess the author’s use of evidence.  Whether you consider yourself “a teacher, not a researcher,” or if you plan to continue your graduate studies, it is crucial for all historians to be well acquainted with the analytical techniques and issues raised, examined, and discussed in this course. 

History 421 is a prerequisite for all other 400-level courses in the History Department.  It is offered only in the Autumn Quarter. All regularly admitted students will be allowed to take one other 400-level course during their first quarter.  Conditionally admitted students will take only 421 during their first quarter.
422 Seminar in Primary Source Analysis, 
Thomas Foster, Monday 6:00-9:15

This course builds upon the foundations established by HST 421.  It focuses on the evidence historian’s use as the building blocks for their analyses. This material (“primary sources” in the jargon of historians) includes official documents, papers of almost any sort left behind by people from wide ranges of social, economic and political standing, images and artifacts such as objets d’art, films, photographs, architecture, and myriad objects often studied under the rubric of “material culture.”  The Seminar in Primary Source Analysis is designed to introduce you to the many practical and theoretical tools by which historians construct historical knowledge out of the “raw” material left behind by earlier generations.  The course will include study of these sources, methods of analysis and authentication, and ways in which different kinds of sources are integrated into coherent historical narratives.  You will develop your ideas in a quarter-long primary-source exercise.  Incorporating experiences and resources developed in your previous graduate colloquia, you will choose a significant primary source or set of primary sources related to a subject that interests you, and use this source as the basis for a paper in which you will discuss how you might develop a thesis based upon this source and related primary and secondary sources. 

HST 422 is offered only in the Autumn Quarter.  Thus if you are taking two courses per quarter, you should plan to take this course at the beginning of your second year of study.   If you are progressing at a rate of one course per quarter, you would ordinarily take this course after you have completed four to five graduate colloquia.   
432 Colloq in Latin American History: Colonial Latin America, 

Ana Schaposchnik, Wednesday, 6:00-9:15

This course will provide an overview of the history and historiography of colonial Latin America (from pre-Columbian societies until the end of the colonial period in the early 19th century). Class topics and weekly readings will combine chronological and thematic approaches (i.e., Indigenous societies and their incorporation into the colonial system, colonial economy, slavery, society and family in urban settings).

435 Colloq in European History: Immigration & Diversity in 20th c. Germany, 

Julia Woesthoff, Tuesday, 6:00-9:15

This course introduces students to the growing body of scholarship dealing with issues of race, ethnicity and migration in 20th-century Germany-including Nazism and the Holocaust, the postwar Jewish community, the recruitment of so-called guestworkers, as well as the challenges brought by European Islam-especially as they relate to Germany's sense of nationhood and ideas of belonging.
WINTER QUARTER 2012

431 Colloq in American History: Urban History, Colonial Era to the Present, 

Colleen Doody, Tuesday, 6:00-9:15
In this class, students will analyze the growth and development of U.S. cities from the colonial period to the present.  We will explore how trade, transportation innovations, industrialization, immigration and the growth of the welfare state have shaped urban regions.  In addition, we will discuss the various ways that historians have studied cities by reading and analyzing a number of historical monographs.

433 Colloq in Asian History: ‘Western’ Perceptions & ‘Eastern’ Realities in British India,

Rajit Mazumder, Monday, 6:00-9:15
The course provides advanced historical training via themes, problems and the historiography of early British presence in South Asia.   It pays close attention to how the British ‘encountered’ the region and its inhabitants, and the ramifications of this confrontation in colonial India for the locals as well as the Europeans.  Subjects covered include the development, establishment, ideologies, and objectives of British rule, and the responses to the state and colonial government in Indian religious, social, economic and political life.  The course problematizes straightforward binaries of ‘east’ and ‘west’.   Furthermore, it will suggest that British India was neither British nor Indian, but an unexpected, unanticipated, essentially dynamic social, cultural, and political composite.  

435 Colloq in Europe History: Memory & Imagination at War,

Eugene Beiriger, Thursday, 6:00-9:15
The first world war (1914-1918) remains one of the most bloody, transitional and significant conflicts in human history.  The war was the ultimate “cataclysm,” the “apocalypse,” and “Armageddon” itself.  It ushered in the “age of extremes” and the “century of violence.”  These views require some context and analysis.  How was the war understood by those who lived through it (or died as a result of it)?  How was the violence among nations comprehended in human, social, and individual terms?  Was there a dominant mentalité or were views more atomistic?  How do we remember, memorialize, and imagine war in general (and this one in particular)?  Does the act of memorialization—ostensibly intended to “honor” the dead—lead instead to the glorification of war and violence?  Is the war the culmination of long-term forces at work in Europe and the world?  Or, is it the birth of the modern age—the unavoidable and necessary condition for creating a “new world order”?    

Specific consideration is given to the influence of specific writers on how we comprehend and understand war.  Additional consideration will be given to the role of the beliefs, values, and ideas of these writers and how they reflect, defend or challenge those of their societies at large.  Finally, we will examine the state of critical and historical interpretation in the fields of intellectual and cultural history, as well as of the history of mentalité.  The seminar is an exercise in interdisciplinary inquiry.
Newberry Library graduate seminar, “Orality in Medieval Culture and Society”


Karen Scott, 2:00-5:00 p.m. Thursdays, January 5 through March 8

The seminar will explore some of the ways literate and oral/aural modes of knowing and communicating affected the development of ideas and social practices in the central and late Middle Ages. Topics will include Latin and vernacular literacy in such settings as the monastery, the court, the government archive, the school, and the church; and the mix of oral and literate cultures involved in a variety of sources, including epic and courtly literature, charters, sermons, visionary texts, hagiography, and letters. 

Students will also examine manuscripts and early printed books from the Newberry collections for evidence of how they were put together, who owned them, and how they were used.

Enrollment is limited. Please contact Dr. Scott for more information.
SPRING QUARTER 2012

431 Colloq in American History: Museum History in U.S. Contexts,

Amy Tyson, Thursday, 6:00-9:15
With a particular focus on the 19th and 20th centuries, in this seminar we will examine "the birth of the museum," and how the museological impulse to collect and display took shape in the United States and changed over time. Topics covered may include: American Indian artifacts and the repatriation movement; slavery and plantation museums; women and the historic preservation movement; and dime museums and freak shows. An outside field excursion to a museum will be required.
437  Colloq in World History: The Crusades in the Eastern Mediterranean, 1095-1291
Warren Schultz, Monday, 6:00-9:15
The phenomena popularly known as the Crusades took place over several centuries and in sections of Europe, Southwest Asia and North Africa.  In this course, we will concentrate in particular on the campaigns of Christian Franks in the Muslim middle east over the 11th-13th centuries.   We will address the evolution of the historiography of the crusades, paying particular attention to the gap between the latest scholarship and many current and popular views of these events. 
489  Graduate Capstone, 
Roshanna Sylvester, Tuesday, 6:00-9:15
The MA curriculum ends with the Graduate Capstone course, which all students must successfully complete in order to earn their degree.  It is an intensive seminar in which you are required to analyze a number of important works of scholarship drawn from the breadth and complexity of the historical discipline. This course allows you to synthesize the many skills you have honed in your earlier classes: notably the ability to read and assess historical monographs—thereby demonstrating your competence in analyzing historical arguments; knowledge of both historiography and historical content; and proficiency in understanding the variety of primary sources and methods of interpreting them. In short, you will demonstrate an awareness of the relationships between historical sources and arguments, and the historical contexts (chronological, geographical and cultural) in which they are created and employed.  

HST 489 is offered only in the Spring quarter.  
ALSO OF INTEREST:
T&L 455 "Readings in American History,"
James Wolfinger, AQ: Tuesdays, 5:30-8:30 p.m., WQ: Mondays, 5:30-8:30
Prepares students for teaching American history at the secondary level.  Readings focus on the foundational texts of American history from the colonial era to the late 20th century, with an emphasis on gaining content knowledge and applying it to teaching in the secondary classroom.  Class discussions focus on matters of interpretation, evidence, and historiography.

