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Burton is the Burroughs Professor of Southern History and Culture at Costal Carolina University. He is also Professor Emeritus at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  Burton's latest book is the critically  acclaimed and 2007 Heartland Prize award-winning The Age of Lincoln. In 2004 he received the American Historical Association’s Eugene Asher Distinguished Teaching Prize. Burton's research and teaching interests include the Civil War, the civil rights movement, and the American South.
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